
Figurative Language: When an author is trying to emphasize an idea, 
he/she will often use language that compares or exaggerates that idea. This language is 
known as figurative language because the statements are not intended literally, but 
figuratively (as in, “a figure of speech”). 

Simile
A simile uses the words “like” or “as” to compare one object or idea with another to suggest they 
are alike.

Busy as a bee.

Metaphor
A comparison of two ideas or objects WITHOUT using the words “like” or “as.” A metaphor is 
more positive -- it SAYS you are something.

Your eyes are diamonds.

Hyperbole
An extreme exaggeration that is so dramatic that no one would believe the statement is true. 

He was so hungry that he ate the entire cornfield for lunch, stalks and all.

Personification
Giving human characteristics to an inanimate object. 

The balloon danced in the wind.

Alliteration
The repetition of the same letter, sound, or group of sounds in a series of words. 

She sells seashells by the seashore.

Onomatopoeia
Words that express an actual SOUND. 

Six burgers were sizzling on the grill.”

Idioms
A phrase or figure of speech that is not intended literally. Idioms are sometimes slang.

“What’s up?” or “Let’s hit the road.”
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Story Elements: Story elements are the various parts that are needed in 
order for the author to successfully tell the story. 

Setting  Time and place. Where the events in a passage, or story, take place. 

Theme
The lesson, moral, or message of the story/passage. Theme is always a complete sentence.

The theme of the story, “Beaches,” is that you should cherish friends.

Author’s Purpose
The reason the author decided to write about a specific topic: to persuade, inform, or entertain.

The author’s purpose is to persuade the reader to get an education.

Main Idea
The topic of focus of a passage or story (which is what the passage/story is all about). 

Examples: Friendship, working hard, perseverance, resilience, family struggles

Conflict/Resolution
A problem encountered by a character (with a person, with nature, within him/herself) and how 
that problem is solved. 

Examples: inner conflict & external conflict

Cause & Effect
A cause is WHY something happens. An effect is WHAT happens.

Kim was late for school BECAUSE she walked her dog before leaving.

Tone
The author’s attitude about the topic he/she has written (determined by how the narrator tells 
the story). 

The tone of a story can be optimistic, hopeful, or angry.

Mood
The general atmosphere created by the author’s words and the feeling the reader gets from those 
words. 

Words that describe mood: joyful, romantic, mysterious, or frustrating.
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